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COMMANDER

CDR GARY CALLAHAN, SN-CN

June has certainly flown by. We kicked off the
summer with the Redfish Roundup; a tournament
we proudly support to benefit Safe Harbor Boys
Home. This year’s event drew a great turnout of
anglers and boaters and was made possible by an
outstanding group of JSPS volunteers. Thank you
to everyone who helped with Thursday’s Captains
Meeting and those who put in a long day on
Saturday to make the tournament a success. Your
efforts continue to strengthen our partnership with
Safe Harbor and demonstrate our commitment to
serving the community.

As June comes to a close, many of us are looking
forward to our annual Southern Cruise. Over five
days, we will travel south to Palatka, using Crystal
Cove Riverfront Resort as our home base for three
nights. We are excited to have several additional
boats joining us for the full cruise this year, with
even more members meeting us on Saturday for
lunch at 3 Bananas on Crescent Lake.

On Sunday, we continue south to Welaka for
lunch at Renegades. Our June guest speaker,

Sam Carr, will be joining the cruise and sharing
his knowledge of the historic Bartram Trail as

we pass some of its notable locations. And, of
course, no Southern Cruise would be complete
without visits to one of our favorite waterfront
restaurants, Corky Bell’s, for dinner on both
Friday and Saturday evenings. We have reserved a
private room for Saturday night and look forward
to welcoming both boaters and land cruisers
throughout the weekend.

July begins with Independence Day celebrations
and what many are predicting will be one of
Jacksonville’s most spectacular fireworks displays
ever. We are still finalizing plans and hoping Metro
Park will be available as a viewing location. Watch
for updates as details are confirmed.

Later in the month, we will once again support the
Greater Jacksonville Kingfish Tournament. This is
one of our largest community service efforts of
the year, and we will need plenty of volunteers.
Tournament activities run from July 6 through July
19, with key fishing days on July 11, 15, 17, and 18.
Whether you can help for a few hours or several
days, your assistance is always appreciated.

Finally, keep an eye out for a membership survey
from Buddy Poe. We are interested in hearing your
ideas for improving our meetings, activities, and
events. The strength of our squadron comes from
the participation and ideas of our members, so
please take a few minutes to share your thoughts.

Have a safe and enjoyable July, and | look forward
to seeing you on the water.

Thank you.
Cdr Gary Callahan, SN-CN




EXECUTIVE OFFICER

D/C MARK ADAMS, SN

Advanced Marine Navigation Course Coming This August!

We are excited to announce that the Beta version of the
Advanced Marine Navigation course is now available.
Commander Gary Callahan and | will be serving as
instructors when the course begins in August.

Advanced Marine Navigation teaches today's boaters
how to use modern electronic navigation tools, including
chart plotters with vector charts, to plan routes and safely
navigate more challenging waters. The course is designed
for members who have successfully completed either the
Piloting or Marine Navigation course and are ready to
expand their navigation skills.

This course is the second of four courses in America’s
Boating Club® / United States Power Squadrons® navigation
curriculum:

e Marine Navigation

¢ Advanced Marine Navigation

e Offshore Navigation

e Celestial Navigation

Building on the knowledge gained in Piloting and Marine
Navigation, this course focuses on the Plan—Navigate—Check
process that forms the foundation of safe and effective
navigation.

Students will learn how to use electronic chart plotting
systems to create routes, verify route legs, determine

distances and bearings, and monitor vessel progress.
Particular emphasis is placed on route planning, identifying
hazards, avoiding restricted areas, and maintaining situational
awareness while underway.

The course uses OpenCPN, a comprehensive and free open-
source chart plotting software used by tens of thousands

of boaters worldwide. OpenCPN utilizes official electronic
charts provided by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) and the Army Corps of Engineers
(ACE). Because of its versatility and accessibility, OpenCPN
has been selected for use in our navigation curriculum.
Students will gain hands-on experience with a navigation
system that can be used for voyage planning and real-world
navigation aboard virtually any vessel. During route planning
exercises, students will learn how to establish departure
points, create routes to destinations, enter waypoints, verify
route legs, and calculate distances and bearings. They will
also learn how to reverse routes and use reciprocal bearings
for return trips.

A critical component of the course is route verification. Before
getting underway, navigators must carefully review each
route leg for potential hazards, obstructions, shoal water,
and restricted areas. Routes consist of a series of straight-
line segments connected by waypoints, and proper waypoint
placement is essential for safe navigation.

Ultimately, the navigator is responsible for efficiently
managing the Plan—Navigate—Check process to ensure the
safety of the vessel and crew. This responsibility should
never be taken lightly. Even a momentary lapse in attention
or poor judgment can result in vessel damage, grounding, or
worse. Fortunately, modern GPS technology and electronic
navigation systems provide navigators with continuous
position information and powerful tools to support sound
decision-making.

Whether your goal is coastal cruising, exploring unfamiliar
waterways, or increasing your confidence on the water,
Advanced Marine Navigation will provide valuable skills that
make boating safer and more enjoyable.

We hope you will join us for this exciting new course. For
additional information or to register, please contact Tom

Anderson, Gary Callahan, or me.

Mark




ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

Lt/C LISA HARRIS, AP

June was a lovely month with many opportunities to get
together and be on the water. Our General Membership
Meeting on June 4th was a scrumptious Italian themed
Potluck. We do have some excellent cooks among us! Our
guest speaker was Sam Carr from the Bartram Trail Society.
He gave a very informative talk on the Bartram Trail through
Florida, and in particular, down the Southern Cruise route

that we will be taking later in the month. The members
present donated $81 to the Bartram Trail Society.

The Lunch Bunch met at Cooper’s Hawk on San Jose Blvd on
June 11th for a wonderful meal with complimentary wine.
The food and fellowship were excellent. You'll not want to
miss the next one.

The Southern Cruise is planned for June 26th through the
29th. We’'ll cruise down the St. John’s River from Doctor’s
Lake to Palatka on the 26th. We'll stay the night at Crystal
Cove Resort and continue the cruise down to Dunn’s Creek
and into Crescent Lake on Saturday for lunch at Three
Banana’s. Weather permitting, we’ll enjoy some sandbar
time on the Lake and return to Crystal Cove that afternoon.
Dinner will be at Corky Bell’s Saturday evening. Sunday we’ll
cruise down to Renagades for lunch and another sandbar
stop to enjoy the river before returning to Crystal Cove. We
will return back to Doctor’s Lake on Monday. There will be

some Bartram Trail sightings along the way. You are welcome
to join us for dinner Saturday, for part of the trip, or for the
whole trip. It will be a wonderful time spent together with
friends. Please contact Jon Vanatta at vanattal881@comcast.
net to RSVP for the trip. You will also need to contact Crystal
Cove Resort at 386-325-1055 to book a room.

Upcoming Events for July:

Our General Membership Meeting will NOT be held on the
first Thursday as usual. It will be moved to Saturday, July
4th for our group to celebrate the 250th Anniversary of
the United States of America together. Due to the current
construction at Metro Park, the plans are in limbo at this
time, however, they should be more solid about one week
before the event. You will be notified by email at that time.

The Lunch Bunch will meet at Billy Jack’s BBQ at 9560
Heckscher Dr on July 9th at 1pm. Please RSVP to me at
lisabeedhim@yahoo.com by July 6th if you’re planning to join
us so we can plan enough seats for the fun. If you RSVP’d at
the last Lunch Bunch, I've got you.

The Kingfish Tournament is in July. There are many ways you

can help out. Please contact Tom Anderson or Jim Suber if
you’re available to volunteer.

We will be going to Amelia Island on August 15th — 16th for

some kayaking, a river cruise, and more. Please reserve the
dates so you can join us for the fun.

PLEASE SEE PAGE 11 FOR ALL THE DETAILS!!
I look forward to seeing you at the upcoming events.

Lisa Harris
Admin Officer




EDUCATION

LT/C TOM ANDERSON, SN-CN
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Greetings from the Educational Dept.

Our June 6 ABC3 Class was
completed with 4 Students everyone
passing. The next class is scheduled for
August 22 after the summer vacations.

A reminder anyone born after 1 January
1988 is required by the State of Florida to
take an approved Safe Boating Course.

The NEW Advanced Marine
Navigation Class will start on 15 August.
Our instructors Mark Adams and Gary
Callahan are very qualified to take on
the task. See Marks article for more
information. If you would like to be
involved as a student let me know ASAP.
The first will need to be a limited number
of students.

On a different Subject:

The Redfish Roundup presented by
Jacksonville Marine Charities is complete.

As the Tournament Chairman | would
give a special THANK YOU to JSPS. We
are a big player in the Tournament with a
number volunteers.

Also, the Greater Jacksonville
Kingfish Tournament is next month.
We have a new website www.
kingfishtournament.com. The Schedule
of events are listed in several places.

If you are interested in assisting let us
knowl

“If you have any questions involving
Education, feel free to contact me.” As a
reminder, we still have the classroom at
Lambs Yacht Center, we have instructors.
WE NEED STUDENTS.....

Live your Dreams

Tom Anderson

District 23 and JSPS Educational Officer
anderl@bellsouth.net

904.704.2746 cell/text
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SAFE BOATING IS A CHOICE
GAIN BOATING CONFIDENCE

Learn or refresh your knowledge from Certified NASBLA Instructors of the
Jacksonville Sail & Power Squadron.

AMERICA’S BOATING COURSE
August 22, 2026: One-day class 8am - 5pm

Lambs Yacht Center (second floor)
3376 Lake Shore Blvd
Jacksonville, FL 32210

Topics covered include: boat & PWC handling, docking, anchoring, trailering, knots,
navigation aids & rules, VHF radio, adverse conditions and emergencies.

The $20 course fee includes a 244-page illustrated book & proctored exam
(S5 for each additional family member sharing a book).

Per Florida Law: A b fter 1) 1988 th
er Florida Law nyon_e orn after _anuary : must have Flo FDA
an approved Safe Boating Course. This course is approved by R
Florida and the USCG, after passing the course you will receive ﬁ
your State of Florida Certification Card.

Price Reduction: This course is usually S40.
However, we received a grant from the
Jacksonville Marine Charities/Greater Jacksonville Kingfish Tournament
to assist in reducing the cost.

Information contact:
D/Lt/C Tom Anderson, SN-CN
Squadron Educational Officer

anderl@bellsouth.net
904-704-2746




Hey Boaters

New Advanced Marine Navigation

Advanced Marine Navigation teaches today’'s boaters how to use electronic navigation tools,
including chartplotters with vector charts, to plan routes and navigate in more challeng-

ing conditions. Students use OpenCPN, a free charting program, to learn and complete the
charting work for the course. Topics include:

« Advanced positioning techniques, such as advancing a line of position to obtain a
running fix

Use of a variety of electronic tools: radar, depth sounders, autopilots, chart plotters,
laptop computer software, and more

Hazard avoidance techniques using electronics (e.g. avoidance waypoints or safety
zones in GPS)

Collision avoidance using radar, GPS, and AIS

Working with the tide and current data to determine clearances, depth of water, and
effects of current

Piloting in various wind and current conditions
Simple skills for checking that one is on course

Putting it all together with a Practice Cruise

Classes will be held at:
Lambs Yacht Center, 3376 Lakeshore Blvd, Jacksonville, 32210
(North side of Ortega River, West of Roosevelt Blvd/US 17)
Starting Date: Wednesday 12 August
Registration Cut Off Sunday 5 August
Classes will be each Wednesday evening from 6:30 to 8:30 for about 10 weeks.

Cost for all course books is $95 for USPS Members and $125 for non-members

Contact us and reserve your space today
Tom Anderson at 904-704-2746 or anderl@bellsouth.net




SOUTHERN CRUISE 2026

Three Bananas Restaurant

Thank you to everyone who was able to join us this year & make it a fantastic squadron event!
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Amelia Island Get-Away — August 15%" — 16, 2026

Kayaking with Amelia Adventures, Cumberland Island Kayak Tour ($85 + $15 Nat. Park fee)
Spend time on the island relaxing, shelling, looking for sharks teeth, enjoying watching the wild horses.
Walking Boneyard Beach (free)
Enjoying the beautiful driftwood, looking for shells and sharks teeth, relaxing on a walk at the beach.
Cruising Tikis, Sunset Tour ($85)
Cruise the River, enjoy the sunset on the water, BYOB and food.
Ft. Clinch State Park ($6/vehicle, $2.50 Fort entrance)
Home to historic Fort Clinch, one of the most perfectly preserved Civil War forts in the US.
Fish George Crady Bridge ($2)
A mile long fishing bridge over Nassau Sound offering whiting, sea trout, flounder, redfish, and more.
Horseback Riding on the beach (Sunrise & Sunset tours $175, all other tours $125)
The ride of a lifetime, on a horse, at the beach.
Carriage Ride, Jeffer’s Carriage Company ($40)
Take an electric carriage ride through historic downtown Fernandina Beach for a history tour.
Little Talbot Island State Park ($5/vehicle)
Enjoy 5 miles of pristine beaches on an undeveloped barrier island.
Amelia Island Museum of History (S8)
Step back in time and discover 4000 years of life on the water’s edge here on Amelia Island.
Amelia River Cruises ($37)

A narrated, historic and wildlife sightseeing tour with views of dolphins, manatees, sea otters, alligators,
and the wild horses of Cumberland Island National Seashore.

The Down Under Restaurant ($13-32)

An old remodeled fish camp where you can dine on iconic southern seafood entrees on the oversized
deck and listen to live music while the sun sets.

Booze & Bites Tour ($89)

Short walking tour of 2 restaurants and 2 lively bars, delicious local food and drinks.

11



**NEW & EXCITING NEWS**

Active Member

Drawing

Each Month at the Membership meeting we are drawing a name
from our Membership Roster to win the Raffle. If the person is
not there we are adding $25 to the pot for the next month. We
start with S50 at each Change of Watch with a max of $325.
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VESSEL SAFETY CHECKS

VESSEL SAFETY CHECK (VSC)

A major component of a fun filled outing is a reliable boat which has all the
necessary equipment operating properly. A free vessel safety check (VSC) is an
important safe-guard, and our certified examiners will be happy to perform the
check for you. There are no negative consequences if you don’t pass. Our goal
is simply to help make boating as safe as possible for you, your family and your
friends, through education.

The United States Power Squadrons and the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary are partnersin this valuable program
offered to the boating public. All examiners are certified and trained on the latest requirements. The
Vessel Safety Check is similar to the review that is performed by the U.S. Coast Guard if you are boarded,
except that it is voluntary, and only you receive the results. Our Vessel Safety Examiners will perform a 15
point safety check which includes:

Display of Numbers Registration/Documentation Visual Distress Signals (VDS)
Personal Flotation Devices (PFD) Fire Extinguishers Ventilation

Backfire Flame Control Sound Producing Devices Navigation Lights

Pollution Placard MARPOL Track Placard Marine Sanitation Devices
Navigation Rules State and/or Local Requirements Overall Vessel Condition

To schedule a Vessel Safety Exam, you may contact any of our Jacksonville Squadron examiners:
Mark Adams 904-303-2235 Tom Anderson 904-704-2746
Elmo Bailey 904-599-3851 Gary Callahan 904-629-8310
Robert DeComo 317-847-0584 Jim Spencer 802-233-4523
Jim Suber 904-509-0588 Lisa Harris 352-562-1464
Jon Vanatta-Program Director 904-859-1724

JACKSONVILLE’S VESSEL
SAFETY EXAMINERS
Dudley Marcus Adames,

Thomas J. Anderson, EImo Bailey
Gary N. Callahan,

Robert DeComo, William A. Poe,
James W. Spencer Jr., Jim Suber,
Jon M. Vanatta,
Timothy R. Wysocki

VESSEL SAFETY CHECKS COMPLETED IN 2026: 178 PASSING: 167
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JSPS SHIP STORE

NOW with a
pewter border!

in honor of our
75 years as

BU RG EES: S 0 squadron!
$30.00

REPLACEMENT NAME TAGS
Pin back $8.00
Standard magnetic back $9.50
Power Magnet $11.00

(New Members receive their first name tag free.)

Auto Window Decals: Small S6 Large S8
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CONTACT: Tom Anderson at904-704-2746 or anderl@bellsouth.net for Name
Tags. Burgees and Decals are for sale at all meetings - see Twyla Morgan.
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FROM THE EDITOR

LT/C ANDREA SCHAPPERT, S

Hello All,

| am beyond thrilled to continue at the helm as Editor of our beloved monthly
newsletter. Any/all feedback is welcome so that | can help tailor the monthly
newsletters to the content you wish to see and read about going forward. |
sincerely appreciate this opportunity and look forward to producing the best
possible newsletter for our members.

As this newsletter is one of the primary tools used by the squadron to
communicate with its members, please review the articles and meeting flyers
included so you can join us for classes and the events announced.

Each of us plays an important role in the success of our squadron.

Please feel free to contact me at: JSPS-skipper-editor@jspsboating.club.

Andrea faé%aen‘

The JSPS Needs Youl!

The JSPS is celebrated its 75th Anniversary in 2025 as a non-profit promoting Safe Recreational Boating through
Education and Community Service. You can join our organization of committed Volunteers by joining us as
Assistant Editor to help maintain the quality and timeliness of our Award Winning Publication The Skipper. From
this position and as a Member you can also participate in all Meetings and Events for fun, friendship and service.

We need someone with excellent proofreading skills, an aptitude for word crafting and a willingness to work with
the Editor to continue developing our award-winning publication. Some of the duties would include proofing ma-
terials submitted for publication, researching potential articles of interest to our members,
and creating page layouts for the newsletter.

The current newsletter is prepared in Adobe Indesign (part of the Adobe Creative Suite).

Familiarity with or a willingness to learn the software is desired.

Please contact Andrea at JSPS-skipper-editor@jspsboating.club or 904-820-7353 for more information.

If you would like to Advertise in our Newsletter
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN THE AD PRICES

SKIPPER, MAIL YOUR CAMERA READY ARTWORK Business Card $40*
OR BUSINESS CARD ALONG WITH YOUR CHECK
MADE OUT TO JSPS TO: 1/8 Page S50 *

Jacksonville Sail & Power Squadron 1/4 Page $90*

L e 1/2 Page $170*
Jacksonville Sail & Power Squadron ; .
9838 Old Baymeadows Rd - 198 Full Page $330

Jacksonville, FL 32256 * Ad prices are for 1 Year!!!
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2026 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

4 Independence Day
Cruise/Membership Meeting Metro Park Tom/Gary
Greater Jacksonville Kingfish (Media Day) Sisters Creek (Jim King Park) [Tom/Jim
Captains Meeting (All Tournaments) Sisters Creek Chris
Beach Tournament Beach Chris
Youth Dock Tournament Sisters Creek Chris

Jr Angler Offshore Tournament Offshore Tom/Jim
Captains Meeting Sisters Creek Tom/Chris
General Kingfish Tournament Offshore Chris
Awards for Kingfish Tournament Offshore Chris

4 Independence Day
Kingfish Clean-up Sisters Creek Jim
Executive Committee Meeting Seafood Island Bar/Grill Gary

Membership Meeting Hot Dog Social Rudder Club Tom/Gary
Safe Harbor Activities Day Osprey Bluff Jon/Gary/Harry/Lisa

Kayaking Amelia Island Lisa
Executive Committee Meeting Seafood Island Bar/Grill
ABC3 Class Classroom Tom/Mark/Gary
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2026 CALENDAR OF EVENTS

September

7 Labor Day

Membership Meeting (First Thursday)

Rudder Club

Gary

Outback Crab Shack

Outback Crab Shack

Jon/Mary

Tubing

Ichetucknee Springs

Lisa

Executive Committee Meeting

Seafood Island Bar/Grill

Gary

ABC3 Class

Classroom

Tom/Mark/Gary

October

12 Columbus Day 31 Halloween

Membership Meeting (First Thursday)

Rudder Club

Gary

Erv Dunn Memorial Pig Roast

Amelia Island

Tom Keenan

Air Show/Raft-up

JAX NAS / Whitey's

Jon/Lisa/Gary

Executive Committee Meeting

Seafood Island Bar/Grill

Gary

ABC3 Class

Classroom

Tom/Mark/Gary

November

1 Standard Time 11 Veterans Day 26 Thanksgivin

g

Al Richardson Turkey Dinner Military Appreciation

Green Cove Marina

Tom/Gary

Executive Committee Meeting

Seafood Island Bar/Grill

Gary

Jax Lighted Boat Parade

Metro Park

Tom/Jim

ABC3 Class

Classroom

Tom/Mark/Gary

December

25 Christmas

Jax Christmas Party

Gary/Lisa

Whitey's Boat Parade

Swimming Pen Creek

Jon/Mary

Executive Committee Meeting

Seafood Island Bar/Grill

Gary

January

1 New Year's Day 18 MLK Day

Breakfast on the Docks

Lamb's Yacht Center

Tom/Gary

2027 Planning Meeting

Gary

Boat Show

Prime Osborne

Tom/Jim/Gary/Cal

Executive Committee Meeting

Seafood Island Bar/Grill

Gary

February

14 Valentine's Day 15 Presidents Day

Change of Watch (Thursday)

Gary

ABC3 Class

Classroom

Tom/Mark/Gary

Seafood Island Bar/Grill

Executive Committee Meeting

Gary
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FRIENDS OF THE
JACKSONVILLE SAIL & POWER SQUADRON

@Yz’ Lamb’s Yacht Center, Inc.

30.2727 N « 81.2703W

We welcome you to the oldest and h:rgesf full
rvice and storage marina in North Flerida
and South Georgia. Lamb’s had its-beginning in
1936 in downtown Jacksonville, and moved to its

urrent location in 1960.

Mike Webster Yachts LLC
goboatinginflorida@gmail.com
904.923.0033 cell phone

Freedom Boat Club: Boating
Made Simple™

www.freedomboatclub.com
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THE SKIPPER SPONSORS 2026

GOLD SPONSORS -
Mark Adams

SILVER SPONSORS -
Buddy and Karen Poe

SPONSORS -

Jim and Kathy Suber
Gary Callahan
Robert and Twyla Morgan
James and Janette Spencer
Lisa and Clay Harris
Tom and Vicky Anderson
Joe and Ellen Coleman
Tom Keenan

Become a Skipper Sponsor!!!
510 Sponsor, $25 Bronze Sponsor, $50 Silver Sponsor
OR 5100 Gold Sponsor - ALSO BE SURE to include your desired
designation: Individual, Couple or Family -
Donations can be made in any amount starting at 510 Sponsor
Send your check payable to:
Jacksonville Sail & Power Squadron
Send to: Jacksonville Sail & Power Squadron

9838 Old Baymeadows Rd - 198
Jacksonville, FL 32256
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