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COMMANDER
CDR GARY CALLAHAN, SN-CN

September has been a hectic month, with a lot of 
balls in the air. Sometimes hectic is fun. Other you get 
a reminder that your Skipper article is needed while 
driving seven hours to a National Board meeting. As 
I write this, I'm sitting in a Marriott hotel in Raleigh, 
North Carolina, reflecting on everything we've 
accomplished this summer and looking ahead to 
what promises to be an exciting year or two for our 
squadron.

Looking back at last month's article, we celebrated 
many successful events—some long-standing traditions 
and several new activities that are already becoming 
favorites. It is exciting to see our calendar continue to 
grow with opportunities for members to enjoy boating, 
fellowship, and education.

One of my personal favorites has been the Lunch 
Bunch. Lisa came up with the idea of bringing together 
members who prefer a daytime social gathering instead 
of an evening meeting. Once a month, we explore a 
different local restaurant, enjoy good food and great 
conversation, and usually decide where we'll meet the 
following month before leaving. The discussions often 
lead to new activity ideas, future speakers, and ways 
to make our club even more enjoyable. If you haven't 
joined us yet, give it a try—you'll be glad you did.

Coming up is our raft-up for the Blue Angels Air Show. 
It promises to be one of the best seats in the house. 

Several boats that have been out of commission for 
repairs are back in service, giving us additional room 
for members who don't have boats of their own. If you 
would like to attend, give me a call and we'll find you a 
seat aboard one of the participating boats.

Another exciting development is our newly redesigned 
website. Rob Morgan, with support from Twyla and 
Buddy, has transformed an outdated, non-functioning 
website into something truly impressive. We 
demonstrated it during our last Executive Committee 
meeting, and the response was overwhelmingly 
positive. Each Bridge member now has responsibility 
for updating portions of the site, which will help keep 
information current and make the website a valuable 
resource for both members and prospective members. 
My thanks to everyone who made this project a reality.

Finally, this is one more reminder about the Erv Dunn 
Memorial Pig Roast on Saturday, October 3. For more 
than 25 years, Tom and Suzanne Keenan have made 
this one of our squadron's most anticipated events. 
In addition to another outstanding meal, this year's 
festivities will include our first Cornhole Tournament, 
which we hope becomes a new annual tradition. 
Please RSVP to Tom Keenan at 904-753-4557 or 
okeenan@bellsouth.net, or to Lisa at 352-562-1464 or 
lisabee4him@yahoo.com.

As always, thank you for making America's Boating 
Club of Northeast Florida such a welcoming and active 
organization. I look forward to seeing you on the 
water—and around the dinner table.

Until next month, stay safe on the land and on the 
water.
Gary
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EXECUTIVE OFFICER
D/C MARK ADAMS, SN

Congratulations to the squadron vessel 
safety examiners. As of this writing they 
have inspected 190 vessels with 175 
passing their Vessel Safety Check. 

Our Vessel Safety Examiners are listed 
elsewhere in this issue of the Skipper. 
Thank you to everyone involved for your 
continued dedication to boating safety.

There is still time to register for the D23 
fall conference being held October 17, 
2026 in Cocoa Beach. 

Please contact me for more information. 
Come down, join us, and  support your 
squadron and District 23.

PLEASE SEE ALL THE INFORMATION 
ATTACHED IN THIS NEWSLETTER!

Mark
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
D/LT/C LISA HARRIS, AP 

Upcoming events:
Oct 1 -
General Meeting has been moved to the 
10/3 Pig Roast

Oct 3 -
Annual Erv Dunn Pig Roast Email Island - 
see the information in this newsletter
 
Oct 16-17 -
D23 Fall Conference in Cocoa Beach

Nov 5- 
General Meeting has been moved to the 
Nov 7 Turkey Dinner

Nov 7 - Al Richardson Turkey Dinner and 
Military Appreciation at Green Cove 
Springs Park (not Marina)

Nov 14 - ABC Class

Dec 3 - General Meeting has been moved 
to the Dec 5 Holiday Party

Dec 5 - Holiday Party will be at the 
Athenian Owl at 5:30

Jan 22-24 - Jacksonville Boat Show at the 
Prime Osborne Convention Center
Feb 6th ABC Class

Come and join us for all the fun. I look 
forward to seeing you at our upcoming 
events.

Lisa Harris 
Admin Officer
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EDUCATION
D/LT/C TOM ANDERSON, SN-CN

Greetings from the Educational Dept.

	 Our latest ABC3 class is complete 
with 10 students, everyone passed. 
The next ABC3 class are scheduled for 
November 14 and February 14, 2027. The 
Prime Osborn Boat Show will be January 
22,23 and 24, 2027. Hopefully we will be 
able to recruit some students for 2027. 
A reminder anyone born after 1 January 
1988 is required by the State of Florida to 
take an approved Safe Boating Course.
	

	 The NEW Advanced Marine 
Navigation Class is IN PROGRESS. We are 
one of the first Squadrons offering the 
Class. Our instructors Mark Adams and 
Gary Callahan are very qualified to take 
on the task. Mark and Gary have already 
spent many hours working on the class 
material and working with the Navigation 
Committee on issues.

	 “If you have any questions involving 
Education, feel free to contact me.” As a 
reminder, we still have the classroom at 
Lambs Yacht Center, we have instructors. 
WE NEED STUDENTS…..

Live your Dreams 
Tom Anderson 
District 23 and JSPS Educational Officer 
ander1@bellsouth.net 
904.704.2746 cell/text 

WELCOME
NEW MEMBER(S):

Mckenzie Anderson

Please
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RAFT-UP DAY 2026
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D23 Fall Conference 
October 16-17, 2026 

Host: America’s Boating Club Cocoa Beach 
 

Hotel Accommodations 

 
Country Inn and Suites 

9009 Astronaut Blvd – Off North Atlantic Avenue 
Cape Canaveral, Florida 

Free Breakfast and Free Parking 
A block of rooms at guaranteed rate until noon September 16, 2026 

Rate $171.00 + Tax 
For reservations call: 321-784-8500 

Group Name: America’s Boating Club 
 

Optional Saturday Activities 
 

Lighthouse Cove Miniature Golf 
                                                                  3811 N Atlantic Avenue   

Cocoa Beach 

 
 

Enjoy 18 holes  ( $16 or Sr Rate $13) ; then walk next door to browse Ron Jon’s Surf Shop 
OR 

                                                                
Free tour of Brevard Veteran’s Memorial Museum 

Found at the site of the D23 Conference 
Plan an hour for this museum of military history from the Revolutionary War to the Viet Nam 
Conflict. P/C Jay Longway will guide you through the museum. (sign up at registration) 

,                                          

  
Friday Night: October16, 2026 

ISLAND TIME 
Dolphins Waterfront Bar and Grill at Cape Crossing 

310 Lagoon Way 
Merritt Island, Florida 

 
Put on your Hawaiian shirts and enjoy a buffet dinner with live music.  

Cost: $35.00/per person                
Reservations Required 

Saturday: October 17, 2026 
D23 FALL CONFERENCE 

Host: America’s Boating Club Cocoa Beach 
 

                                                                        
 

Brevard Veteran’s Memorial Center 
400 South Sykes Creek Parkway 

Merritt Island, Florida, 3295 
Gray Hall Conference Room 

 
 

Morning Registration: 
o 8:00 AM: Coffee and doughnuts will be available. 

 
D23 Council 

o 8:30 AM – 10:30 AM 
 
N Club 

o 10:30 AM – 11:30 AM 
12:00 Noon Lunch: 

      
BBQ Buffet: $24.00/person: Reservations Required 

 
Fall Conference Meeting: 
o 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM 

5:30-6:30 cash bar
6:30 dinner

 

 

                                                                    
D23 Fall Conference 
October 16-17, 2026 

Host: America’s Boating Club Cocoa Beach 
Meal Reservation Form 

Deadline: October 9, 2026 
 

Name:______________________________________________ 
 
Email:________________________Phone:________________ 
 
ABC Club:___________________________________________ 
Friday: October 16, 2026 
     Island Time at Dolphin’s Waterfront Bar and Grill  

    Buffet Dinner with Cash Bar    
Menu will include a variety of appetizers, salmon, Polynesian chicken, 
Hawaiian pork, and several vegetable choices. 
  
Cost:          $35.00 X number of meals______= ________________________ 
 
Saturday: October 17, 2026 
Menu: BBQ Buffet: Pulled pork, grilled chicken, baked beans, green 
beans, potato salad, rolls, condiments, iced tea, lemonade and dessert 
 
Cost:        $24.00 X number of meals ______ =________________________ 
 

Total enclosed:                                       _______________________ 
 

Checks payable to: CBSPS 
Mail to: America’s Boating Club Cocoa Beach 
                  PO Box 540651 
                  Merritt Island, FL 32954-0651   
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JACKSONVILLE SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON
AMERICA’S BOATING CLUB OF NORTHEAST FLORIDA

    Executive Committee Meeting
Lamb’s Training Room

August 27th, 2026 @ 1800
Meeting called to order at 1810 by Cdr. Gary Callahan, 
SN-CN.
Members present; Cdr. Gary Callahan, SN-CN, D/C 
Mark Adams, SN, P/D/C Jim Suber, AP-CN, D/Lt/C Tom 
Anderson, SN-CN, Lt Brayden Anderson, P, Lt Clay Har-
ris, P, D/Lt/C Lisa Harris, AP. 
There was a quorum.

Department Reports:
Executive Officer - D/C Mark Adams, SN reported there 
will be a lunch meeting at 11:30 am at the Conch House 
in St. Augustine on September 5th with the Daytona 
Beach Squadron. Members can arrive by car or boat. 
He reminded members of the upcoming D23 Fall Con-
ference in Cocoa Beach and the deadlines to register.
Education Officer – D/Lt/C Tom Anderson, SN-CN re-
ported there will be ABC classes on September 19th,  
November 14th, and February 6th, 2027. The Jack-
sonville Boat Show at the Prime Osborne Convention 
Center will be January 22-24, 2027. Set up will be on 
January 21st. 
Secretary – out of town.
Treasurer – out of town.
Administrative Officer – D/Lt/C Lisa Harris, AP discussed 
the recent trip to Amelia Island that was very well re-
ceived. It was decided that the trip should become our 
“Northern Cruise” in the future, possibly in March or 
April to avoid the hurricane season, although everyone 
agreed that the August weather had been beautiful. 

Upcoming events: 
September 3rd - General Membership Meeting at 6 
pm at the Rudder Club. Dinner will be provided by Big 
Dawg for $15. The speaker will be a video on the Flor-
ida aquafer as the activity of the month will be a float 
down the Ichetucknee River. 
September 5th – Lunch at the Conch House in St. Au-
gustine with the Daytona Beach Squadron.
September 19th – Ichetucknee River tubing event, 
tubes can be rented from Dampier’s Landing to South 
exit, or canoes/kayaks can be rented from North en-
trance for the entire river paddle. Prices vary depend-
ing on mode of float. Park entrance is $6/vehicle up to 
8 people.
September 22nd – Lunch Bunch will meet at 1 pm at 
the Wicked Barley.
October 3rd – The Annual Erv Dunn Pig Roast at 2 pm 

will be at the Amelia Island Marina.
October 16-17th – The D23 Fall Conference will be held 
in Cocoa Beach. 
October 18th – There will be a Raft-up/Airshow to 
watch the Blue Angels and Thunderbirds at NAS JAX.
November 7th – The Annual Al Richardson Turkey Din-
ner, still working on a location.
December 5th – The Annual Holiday Party will be at the 
Athenian Owl on Baymeadows Rd, Jacksonville.
There was discussion about the possibility of a cruise 
for the D23 Spring Conference and C.O.W., it was decid-
ed to find another venue for the Conference as many 
might not be able to attend a cruise.

Committee Reports:
Membership – D/Lt/C Tom Anderson, SN-CN reported 
one new member, Kensey Anderson.
VSE – Cdr. Gary Callahan, SN-CN reported that we are 
only about 10-15 exams away from 200 so far this year.

Old Business:
There was discussion about the boat ramp signs, where 
they are, and whether they might need to be updated.
The National Fall Board will be September 21 – 26 in 
Cary, NC. Registration deadline is approaching.
The Squadron Website is continuing to be worked on. 
There was discussion on having a separate file for pho-
tos.

New Business:
Cdr. Gary Callahan, SN-CN handed out a copy of ‘The 
National Strategic Plan’ for members to read and give 
comments to at the next Executive Committee Meet-
ing.

Meeting was adjourned by Cdr. Gary Callahan, SN-CN 
at 1925.

Respectfully submitted,
D/Lt/C Lisa Harris, AP
Admin Officer
(Substituting for Lt/C Twyla Morgan)
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VESSEL SAFETY CHECKS
VESSEL SAFETY CHECK (VSC)
A major component of a fun filled outing is a reliable boat which has all the 
necessary equipment operating properly. A free vessel safety check (VSC) is an 
important safe-guard, and our certified examiners will be happy to perform the 
check for you.  There are no negative consequences if you don’t pass.  Our goal 
is simply to help make boating as safe as possible for you, your family and your 
friends, through education.

VESSEL SAFETY CHECKS COMPLETED IN 2026: 197 PASSING: 184

The United States Power Squadrons and the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary are  partners in this valuable  program 
offered to the boating public.   All  examiners are certified and trained on the latest requirements.   The 
Vessel Safety Check is similar to the review that is performed by the U.S. Coast Guard if you are boarded, 
except that it is voluntary, and only you receive the results.  Our Vessel Safety Examiners will  perform a 15 
point safety check which includes:

       Display of Numbers			   Registration/Documentation	 Visual Distress Signals (VDS)
       Personal Flotation Devices (PFD)	 Fire Extinguishers			   Ventilation
       Backfire Flame Control			   Sound Producing Devices		  Navigation Lights
       Pollution Placard			   MARPOL Track Placard		  Marine Sanitation Devices
       Navigation Rules			   State and/or Local Requirements	 Overall Vessel Condition

To schedule a Vessel Safety Exam, you may contact any of our Jacksonville Squadron examiners:
      	 Mark Adams		  904-303-2235	 Tom Anderson	 904-704-2746	
	 Elmo Bailey		  904-599-3851	 Gary Callahan	 904-629-8310
	 Robert DeComo	 317-847-0584	 Jim Spencer		  802-233-4523
	 Jim Suber		  904-509-0588	 Lisa Harris		  352-562-1464
			   Jon Vanatta-Program Director	 904-859-1724

JACKSONVILLE’S VESSEL 
SAFETY EXAMINERS 

Dudley Marcus Adams,
Thomas J. Anderson, Elmo Bailey

Gary N. Callahan,
Robert DeComo, William A. Poe, 
James W. Spencer Jr.,  Jim Suber, 

Jon M. Vanatta,
Timothy R. Wysocki
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REPLACEMENT NAME TAGS 
	 Pin back						     $8.00 
	 Standard magnetic back		  $9.50
	 Power Magnet				    $11.00	

(New Members receive their first name tag free.)

JSPS SHIP STORE

CONTACT: Buddy Poe at   904-518-2995 or send an email to:
jsps.treasurer@gmail.com

United States Power
Squadron Ensign: 			   $20 (we have 2 left)

Auto Window Decals:		 Small  $6		  Large $8

BURGEES:		
$35.00

NOW with a 
pewter border!
in honor of our

75 years as
a squadron!

GRAB YOURS TODAY!
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FROM THE EDITOR
LT/C ANDREA SCHAPPERT, S

Hello All,
I am beyond thrilled to continue at the helm as Editor of our beloved monthly 
newsletter. Any/all feedback is welcome so that I can help tailor the monthly 
newsletters to the content you wish to see and read about going forward. I 
sincerely appreciate this opportunity and look forward to producing the best 
possible newsletter for our members. 
As this newsletter is one of the primary tools used by the squadron to 
communicate with its members, please review the articles and meeting flyers 
included so you can join us for classes and the events announced. 
Each of us plays an important role in the success of our squadron.
Please feel free to contact me at: jsps.skipper@gmail.com.

Andrea Schappert

If you would like to Advertise in our Newsletter
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN THE 
SKIPPER, MAIL YOUR CAMERA READY  ARTWORK 
OR BUSINESS CARD  ALONG WITH YOUR CHECK 

MADE OUT TO JSPS  TO: 

Jacksonville Sail & Power Squadron 
 Mail to:

Jacksonville Sail & Power Squadron
9838 Old Baymeadows Rd - 198

Jacksonville, FL 32256

AD PRICES
Business Card $40*

1/8 Page $50 *
1/4 Page $90*

1/2 Page  $170*
Full Page $330*

* Ad prices are for 1 Year!!!

The JSPS Needs You!
The JSPS is celebrated its 75th Anniversary in 2025 as a non-profit promoting Safe Recreational Boating through 

Education and Community Service. You can join our organization of committed Volunteers by joining us as 
Assistant Editor to help maintain the quality and timeliness of our Award Winning Publication The Skipper. From 
this position and as a Member you can also participate in all Meetings and Events for fun, friendship and service.

We need someone with excellent proofreading skills, an aptitude for word crafting and a willingness to work with 
the Editor to continue developing our award-winning publication.  Some of the duties would include proofing ma-

terials submitted for publication, researching potential articles of interest to our members,
and creating page layouts for the newsletter.  

The current newsletter is prepared in Adobe Indesign (part of the Adobe Creative Suite).
Familiarity with or a willingness to learn the software is desired.

Please contact Andrea at JSPS-skipper-editor@jspsboating.club or 904-820-7353 for more information.
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2026 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Month Date Event Location Chairperson
October 2026

1 Membership Meeting - Moved to Pig Roast Amelia Island Gary
3 Erv Dunn Memorial Pig Roast Amelia Island Tom Keenan

16-17 D23 Fall Conference in Cocoa Beach Cocoa Beach Mark
18 Air Show/Raft-up JAX NAS / Whitey's Jon/Lisa/Gary
29 Executive Committee Meeting Lamb's Training Room Gary

November 2026 1 Standard Time   11 Veterans Day   26 Thanksgiving
5 Membership Meeting - Moved to Turkey Dinner Green Cove Springs Park Gary

7
Al Richardson Turkey Dinner &
Military Appreciation Green Cove Springs Park Tom/Gary

14 ABC3 Class Classroom Tom/Mark/Gary
19 Executive Committee Meeting Lamb's Training Room Gary
28 Jax Lighted Boat Parade Metro Park Tom/Jim

December 2026 25 Christmas  
3 Membership Meeting-Moved to Holiday Party Athenian Owl Gary
5 JSPS Holiday Party Athenian Owl Gary/Lisa

12 Whitey's Boat Parade Swimming Pen Creek Jon/Mary
17 Executive Committee Meeting Lamb's Training Room Gary

January 2027 1 New Year's Day  18 MLK Day
1 Breakfast on the Docks Lamb's Yacht Center Tom/Gary
9 2027 Planning Meeting  Gary

22-24 Boat Show Prime Osborne Tom/Jim/Gary/Cal
28 Executive Committee Meeting Lamb's Training Room Gary

February 2027 14 Valentine's Day   15 Presidents Day 
TBD Change of Watch (Thursday) TBD Gary

6 ABC3 Class Classroom Tom/Mark/Gary
25 Executive Committee Meeting Lamb's Training Room Gary

12 Columbus Day   31 Halloween
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HELPFUL BOATING TIPS

BE MINDFUL OF YOUR BOAT’S WAKE
The rules of the road dictate how you operate your 
vessel while underway to prevent collision. But what if 
no risk of collision exists? Are you free to do whatever 
you want when operating near other vessels? Of course 
not. Look, note the surrounding conditions, and listen; 
be aware of yourself and others in the vicinity. Above 
all, remember you are responsible for your boat’s wake 
and any damage caused by it.

When overtaking a slower vessel in open water, do so 
with as much room as depth conditions allow. Slow 
your speed, if necessary, to avoid rocking the other 
vessel. Whenever you drive your motor vehicle on 
the road, use the rules you have learned, and practice 
positioning and passing. There’s nothing worse than 
being below deck in a slow cruiser or sailboat, cooking 
breakfast, and being suddenly overtaken in close 
quarters by a loud, wake-throwing, go-fast boater, 
especially if the wake causes hot eggs, bacon and coffee 
to be thrown around the galley.

When overtaking other vessels, they may sometimes 
move slightly one way or the other, letting you know 
where they would prefer you to pass. Slow down, 
and look for such signals prior to making a decision. 
Remember that sometimes the boat being overtaken 
may need to slow its speed to accommodate the 

passing vessel. If you’re proceeding at a comfortable 
pace and see an overtaking vessel approach, be aware 
that the passing boat should slow to just enough 
speed difference to pass you successfully without 
disruption to your or their vessel. However, if the 
passing vessel underestimates your speed and is 
moving at an excessive speed, the passing vessel may 
throw an uncomfortable wake, so be prepared to make 
corrections to your course and speed as conditions and 
depth allow to make this comfortable for you, your 
passengers and the passing vessel. You may need to 
slow your vessel to allow the passing vessel to pass at a 
slower speed as well, which allows for a much smaller 
wake.

If you’re overtaking a vessel under sail, pass it well 
to leeward (downwind) or pass astern (behind) in a 
crossing situation so as to not block the vessel’s wind. 
Keep in mind that s vessel under sail is not as readily 
maneuverable as a vessel under power, and is more 
susceptible to water and wave conditions.

Always remember: You are responsible for your wake 
and any damage done by it. –Bob Goodwin

Photo & article Courtesy of:
https://boatingcompass.org/be-mindful-of-your-boats-wake
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Lamb’s Yacht Center, Inc.

OCTOBER 2026
FRIENDS OF THE

JACKSONVILLE SAIL & POWER SQUADRON

Mike Webster Yachts LLC
goboatinginflorida@gmail.com

904.923.0033 cell phone

Freedom Boat Club: Boating 
Made Simple™
www.freedomboatclub.com
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OCTOBER 2026
THE SKIPPER SPONSORS 2026

SPONSORS -
Jim and Kathy Suber

Gary Callahan
Robert and Twyla Morgan
James and Janette Spencer

Clay and Lisa Harris
Tom and Vicky Anderson

Joe and Ellen Coleman
Tom Keenan

Become a Skipper Sponsor!!! 
$10 Sponsor, $25 Bronze Sponsor, $50 Silver Sponsor

OR $100 Gold Sponsor - ALSO BE SURE to include your desired
designation: Individual, Couple or Family - 

Donations can be made in any amount starting at $10 Sponsor
Send your check payable to:

Jacksonville Sail & Power Squadron
Send to: Jacksonville Sail & Power Squadron

9838 Old Baymeadows Rd - 198
Jacksonville, FL 32256

GOLD SPONSORS -
Mark Adams

SILVER SPONSORS -
Buddy and Karen Poe

BRONZE SPONSORS -
Jon Hamilton and Donna Mohr


